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A Dialogue between Feft and Earne(t, concerning the Times. 


‘ Cuelday, Auguik the 30th. 1681. 


Feft. LAS poor Stephen! and is it come 
to this? does all the true Proteftant 
Zeal for the prefervation of his Ma- 
jefties Sacred Perfon and Govern- 

ment, end in a Popifh Plot to dettroy one and fub- 

vert the other ? 

Earn. What now, what have we there ? 

Feft. Here is the Farewel and Lamentation of 
Mr. Stephen Colledg, the fo famous Protetant Foyner, 
who was arraigned and found Guilty of High 
Treafon for confpiring, ¢c. 

Earn. Oh pray let’s hear it; who writ it? 

eft. E’n his own hand as fure.as he writ the 

Letter and Ballad annexed to it, which the Ele- 

phant printed. 

Earn. Come, read it. 

Jeft. A long farewell to all that’s great 

Daring and bold in mortal Wight 

Farewell, my burning Zeal and beat 

I now muft bid you all, good night 

The fatal Rope 
Bane of my bope 
Has ruin'd all the mighty Feat. 


2 

Fool that I was to quit my Trade 
And proudly aim at lofty things ! 
A fad Experiment I have made 
Of the long reaching Arms of Kings 

Now mujt I fwing, 

That’s a fad thing, 
By Ignoramus’s betray'd. 


3 

A fhame upon the Good Old Caufe 
The Devil bimfelf did furely Coin her 
Had I but known fhe bad fuch Paws, 
I fwear for all the Proteftant Foyner, 

She fhould ber felf 

Have fwung like an Elf 
Though I had liv’d on picking Straws. 


4 
Profe was too dull to fpeak, my will 
But I muft write Treafon in Rime, 
And that it might go off with Skill 
I had got Songjters to keep Time. 
Sirs, Tom. and Rob. 
Did bear the Bob, 
Yet I muft only pay the Bil. 


5 
That ere I thould be fuch a Fool ! 
Having fo many in my fhop, 
To let my felf be made a Tool 
A Curfe upon the Politick Fop 
May be too. come 
To have: my Doom 
That firft fet up this Plotting-fchool. 
6 


Adien my Horfe, my Blunderbuff 
My Buff and Cafe of Piftols eke 
Which foould bave brought all under us 
And made the Popifh Tories fneak. 
Adien .ye Whiggs, 
- Poor Proteftant Pigs 
The Tories now will thunder us. 
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Dick, Frank aid Langley, all farewel 
And vabave all beloved Care. 
My time. will only let me tell 
You alfo muft for this prepare. 

Prevent your Fate 5 

Repent not late, 
For fear. you Hang and go to Heli 


Earn. Nay, molt certainly Stephen is in the 
Right on’t there, that the Ignoramus’s tepan’d 
him; for had chey found the Bill, having fuch di- 
ligent and knowing Friends, he could not have 
wanted a Petit Jury to:have brought him in 
Not Guilty, though he had been taken laying his 
hand upon the Kings Bridle. 

Feft. Thefe truce Protetant Furies have the beft 
luck at Shamming thcir Friends into Halters, that 
ever I knew in my life. Did they not fool Fitz- 
harris out of his life, and now they. endeavour to 
make the man: for whom all true Protefants. were 
bound to pray, the greateft Villain that ever was. 

Earn. They are juft like the Apein the Fable, _ 
they overdo their kindnefs and hug their Friends 
to death, and as they ferv’d Fitzharris fo, they’! 
e’en ferve the Foyner. 

Jet. Methinks he ferved them, butfcurvily at 
his Trial, in faying, all she Proteftants of the Nation 
rere concerned in bis Cafe, for confidering who he 
means by Proteftants, he might as welt have cal- 
led them Confpirators and Traytors. For if they 
be like him, they are neither better nor worfe. 

Earn. Well, for my own particular, if you will 
permit me a ferious thought in your Company, 

Fam 





T am afignithéd at the wonderful and moft vifible 
Condué& of a Superiour Wifdog in, thefe.Jace 
Affairs; and if thefe obftinate and wilful.people 
do not (hut their Eyes’ againit thé briphtcft beams 
of Providence, the}~imay fe€ chethfetvé iit the 
fame condition with Pharaoh and his Charriots 
in the midit of the Sea, nothing is more evi- 
dent than that thefe Egyptian Task-matters 
have purfued the Church of England and the 
Civil Govérnment to bringythem back into the 
bondage of a Common-wéalth , and the imfuppor- 
table flavery of their Arbitrary Tyranny. How 
have the Wheels of their Charriots been takea 
off, that they have driven Heavily ? How have 
they confounded themfelves ? and 1 gueftion whe- 
ther the rolling Flood of Vengeance for former 
Guilt and late Confpiracies is not now coming 
upon them, and.that there will be no efcaping. 

Feft. Well, have you done your ferious Ha- 
rangue, if you have not, Vle get wp my Nap I 
loft at Oxon, and leave you to.your Soliloquies. 

Earn. Come Sir, this is..no tifling matter, 
you may flcep, and fo may.the Whiggs if they 
pleafe in fccurity 5 but chey mult know, forbear- 
ance is no part Of payment. 

Feft. Have. you a mind to fee your Brains in 
your Hands? 

Earn. Why, pray Sir? 

Fet. Go and prophefie thus in a Conventicle, 
and fee what they’ fay to you. 

Earn. What if I thould prophefi¢e, that ere 
long we (hall have no Conventicles. 

Fe. What? I with you be a true Prophet. 

Eara... Why, {ure they .that'are fo much and 
fo firi& for the Kings governing ‘in all things 
according to the’ Laws, cannot blame him for put- 
ting, the Laws.in Execution. 

Feft. Efpecially,. contidering how thofe People 
have obliged him, and what. ufe they have made 
of all his Princely Indulgence and, Royal Fa- 
vours. 

Earn. They will certainly cry gut bitterly of 
Perfecution; but they fhould remember old Queen 
Beffes Difiin&ion, which was the Foundation of 
the Stat. of'the 35th of her Reign: 

Fet. What was that? for fure they cannot 
but ‘approve 6f Queen Elizabeths Rules , fhe was 
not Popifhly inclined, I hope. 

Earn. Why, Queen Elizabeths Rule, which I 
remember to have feen in a Letter from Secre- 
tary Walfingham to Mooficur Critoy, Secretary to 
thé French King, was this, That Confciénce while 
it was truly fo was to be perfuiaded and drawn; 
bat ' Fadiow under ‘the pretence of Conftience 
was to be Compelled to Obedierice; and accord- 
ingly in her Reign while the Zealots coritained 
themfelves ‘within any bounds of Modelty, the 
pte them and connived at them 4 but when 

é fiw that’ this Connivence begot Confidence 


in them, and that Confidence led them into ma- 
nifeft Factiow, and that all che @ifeentented hu- 

ours of State flowed to this ee which 
they Balled Tender’ Gonfciénce, *Hat tHty begun to 
bandy againtt the Government in Church and 
State, to Preach and print Seditious Libels, marry 
fhe ce’n made fhort work on’t, hang’d fome of- 
the moft virulent and impudent of the Gang; 
and by the fore-mentioned Statute fo humbled 
the reft that they were as hufh asa Moufe in a 


“Trap all her time. 


Feft. Why, you fee what the Scotch Parlia- 
ment. have done, J believe they will be quict 
théeté from both Whigs and Papilts.  @ 

Eara. They have taken the right Courfe to be 
quiet, fetling the Succefiion, and fuppreffing the 
Enemics of the Proteftant Religion as\it iby Law 
Ejtablifhed. : 

Felt. Certainly no Church in the World}, does 
both in Doctrine and Difcipline fo clearly agree 
with the Primitive Simplicity of Chriftian Reli- 
ion. 

7 Earn. Nor any with the Happinefs of Humane 
Society, the eafe and fafery of Government a- 
gainft which it holds; there can be no difpenfa- 
tion to’ Rebel. 

Fot. This Scottifh Parliament has given the 
Whiggs a Necking blow, two or thice'more'fuch 
ftroaks will make them {hoot the Pit. 

Earn. 1 hope fo; but whatdo they ‘fay of it, 
you hear the Coffeeloufe Dialogues now and then? 

Fete Why, truly at prefent they are -a ‘little 
down in the mouth, and obfervieg how mens 
Tongues by being too long, draw a dangerous 
knot about their Necks; ‘they bite them in as 
much as ‘they can, ‘they are\jealous and' wary. 

Earn. Ay, Fratk, Smith has given*them the 
length of the Tedder, how far'they may go with- 
out danger of hanging, ‘that’ fame is a very pret- 
ty Fellow, and will not give over till he be pay’d 
off for’t. 

Fet. Nay, T warrant you he ‘knows to the 
thoufandth part of a:hairs breadth ‘how far a 
Man may ventare to ‘defame the Government, 
alienate the ‘Peoples Affections from the King, 
talk Sedition, and yet not.come within the reach 
of the Law. 

Earn. The Fly buzzes) long ‘about the Candle, 
but at laft the finges het Wings 5 this Trade will 
not laft long: Fraack has had one‘ fair feape, let 
him have a cate. 

Feft. Well, we forget: our ‘Trade ; the Queres 
have flept fine ‘Die a long time, ‘pray. let’s take 
them into our Confideration. 

Earn, At our next meeting wee'l think of 
themes for I am»inva Kittle hafte atprefent my 
elf. 

Fet. Well Sir, Your humble. 

Earn. Yours. 
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